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From the Publisher 

 

Dear Member: 

To commemorate and celebrate the contributions to our na-

tion made by people of African descent, American historian 

Carter G. Woodson established Black History Week.  The 

first celebration occurred on Feb. 12, 1926.  For many 

years, the second week of February was set aside for this 

celebration to coincide with the birthdays of abolitionist/

editor Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln.  In 1976, 

as part of the nationôs bicentennial, the week was expanded 

into Black History Month.  Each year, U. S. presidents pro-

claim February as National African-American History 

Month.  Barrack Obama, the 44th President of United States 

of America in this yearôs proclamation has honored the 

unique and rich heritage of African Americans.  We have 

included the text of the proclamation in this issue of our 

newsletter.  In addition, we have provided information on 

resources on African Americans for the benefit of our mem-

bers.  

The American Consulate General Chennai joins in paying 

tribute to the achievement and contributions that African 

Americans have made in American history.  This yearôs 

theme, ñThe Quest for Black Citizenship in the Americas,ò 

is an opportunity to explore the issue of race and citizenship 

in the United States. 

In January the American Library participated in the Annual 

Chennai Book Fair.  The booth attracted more than 22,000 

visitors and over 600 enrolled as members.  We are plan-

ning on an orientation program to our new members in the 

near future.  In the meantime, please contact the Library 

staff for any information that you may require.  

I hope you will find this issue useful as the previous ones 

and we look forward to your suggestions and comments to 

be used in the forthcoming issues.  

 

 

 

 

 

Wesley Robertson 

Information Officer 

 

 

 

Presidential Proclamation on National African 

American History Month 

Obama honors unique, rich heritage of African 

Americans 

February 2, 2009 

 

NATIONAL AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY 

MONTH, 2009 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

The history of African Americans is unique and rich, and one 

that has helped to define what it means to be an American. 

Arriving on ships on the shores of North America more than 

300 years ago, recognized more as possessions than people, 

African Americans have come to know the freedoms fought 

for in establishing the United States and gained through the 

use of our founding principles of freedom of speech, free-

dom of the press, the right to assembly, and due process of 

law. The ideals of the Founders became more real and more 

true for every citizen as African Americans pressed us to 

realize our full potential as a Nation and to uphold those ide-

als for all who enter into our borders and embrace the notion 

that we are all endowed with certain unalienable rights. 

Since Carter G. Woodson first sought to illuminate the Afri-

can American experience, each February we pause to reflect 

on the contributions of this community to our national iden-

tity. The history is one of struggle for the recognition of each 

person's humanity as well as an influence on the broader 

American culture. African Americans designed our beautiful 

Capital City, gave us the melodic rhythms of New Orleans 

Jazz, issued new discoveries in science and medicine, and 

forced us to examine ourselves in the pages of classic litera-

ture. This legacy has only added luster to the brand of the 

United States, which has drawn immigrants to our shores for 

centuries. 

This year's theme, "The Quest for Black Citizenship in 

the Americas," is a chance to examine the evolution of 

our country and how African Americans helped draw us 

ever closer to becoming a more perfect union. 

The narrative of the African American pursuit of full citizen-

ship with all of the rights and privileges afforded others in 

this country is also the story of a maturing young Nation. 

The voices and examples of the African American people 

worked collectively to remove the boulders of systemic ra-

cism and discrimination that pervaded our laws and our pub-



lic consciousness for decades. Through the work of Freder-

ick Douglass and Harriet Tubman, Booker T. Washington 

and George Washington Carver, Martin Luther King and 

Thurgood Marshall, the African American community has 

steadily made progress toward the dreams within its grasp 

and the promise of our Nation. Meanwhile, the belief that 

those dreams might one day be realized by all of our citizens 

gave African American men and women the same sense of 

duty and love of country that led them to shed blood in every 

war we have ever fought, to invest hard-earned resources in 

their communities with the hope of self empowerment, and 

to pass the ideals of this great land down to their children 

and grandchildren. 

As we mark National African American History Month, we 

should take note of this special moment in our Nation's his-

tory and the actors who worked so diligently to deliver us to 

this place. One such organization is the National Association 

for the Advancement of Colored People -- the NAACP -- 

which this year will witness 100 years of service to the Na-

tion on February 12. Because of their work, including the 

contributions of those luminaries on the front lines and great 

advocates behind the scenes, we as a Nation were able to 

take the dramatic steps we have in recent history. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of 

the United States of America, by virtue of the authority 

vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United 

States, do hereby proclaim February 2009 as National Afri-

can American History Month. I call upon public officials, 

educators, librarians, and all the people of the United States 

to observe this month with appropriate ceremonies, activi-

ties, and programs that raise awareness and appreciation of 

African American history. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

second day of February, in the year of our Lord two thou-

sand nine, and of the Independence of the United States of 

America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

BARACK OBAMA  

Source: http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-

english/2009/

February/20090203150448xjsnommis0.8989374.html  

 

Facts about African- Americans:  
 
Population 
40.7 million - As of July 1, 2007, the estimated population 

of black residents in the United States, including those of 

more than one race. They made up 13.5 percent of the total 

U.S. population. 

  

65.7 million -The projected black population of the United 

States (including those of more than one race) for July 1, 

2050.  
 

18 - Number of states with an estimated black population on 

July 1, 2007, of at least 1 million.  
 
24 - Number of states or equivalents in which blacks are the 

largest minority group.  
 
31% - The proportion of the black population younger than 

18 as of July 1, 2007.  
 
More Facts at:  
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/
archives/cb09ff-01.pdf  

Resources  

 

BOOKS:      

      
Joseph, Peniel E.  Waiting 'til the Midnight Hour: A Nar-

rative History of Black Power in America  / Peniel E. Jo-

seph.--1st Owl Books ed.-- New York, NY: Owl Books, 

2007.  (323.1196073 JOS) 
                                                                   
Obama, Barack.  The Audacity of Hope: Thoughts on Re-

claiming the American Dream .-- Edinburgh: Canongate, 

2008. (973.931 OBA)                                              

 

Obama, Barack.  Change We Can Believe In: Barack 

Obama's Plan to Renew America's Promise .-- Edin-

burgh : Canongate, 2008. (973.931 OBA.) 

 

Obama, Barack.  Dreams From My Father: A Story of 

Race and Inheritance.  New York, NY: Three Rivers Press, 

2004. (973.0496073 OBA) 

 

Painter, Nell Irvin.  Creating Black Americans : African-

American History and  Its Meanings, 1619 To the Pre-

sent  / Nell Irvin Painter.-  New York, NY : Oxford Univer-

sity Press, 2006. (973.0496073PAI) 

 

Palmer, Colin A.  Encyclopedia of African-American Cul-

ture and History: The Black Experience In the Ameri-

cas  / Colin A. Palmer, editor in chief.--2nd ed.ðDetroit, 

MI: Macmillan Reference USA, c2006.  6 v.(REF 

973.0496073 ENC)  

 

Web Links 

African American Writers: Online E-texts http://

f a l c o n . j m u . e d u / ~ r a m s e y i l / a f r o o n l i n e . h t m 

Published by the Internet School Library Media Center 

(ISLMC) of James Madison University. 

A m i s t a d  R e s e a r c h  C e n t e r h t t p : / /

www.amistadresearchcenter.org/ Housed at Tulane Uni-

versity in New Orleans, the Amistad Research Center is the 

nationôs largest independent archives specializing in the his-

tory of African Americans and race relations in the United 

States. 

 

 

http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-english/2009/February/20090203150448xjsnommis0.8989374.html
http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-english/2009/February/20090203150448xjsnommis0.8989374.html
http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-english/2009/February/20090203150448xjsnommis0.8989374.html
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/cb09ff-01.pdf
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/cb09ff-01.pdf
http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/afroonline.htm
http://www.amistadresearchcenter.org/


Association for the Study of African American Life and His-

t o r y  ( A S A L H ) h t t p : / / w w w . a s a l h . o r g / 

Supports historical research, publishes a scholarly journal and 

sets the theme for Black History Month each year, was 

founded by scholar Carter G. Woodson. 

Federal Resources for Educational Excellence: African 

Americans http://www.free.ed.gov/subjects.cfm?

subject_id=116&toplvl=171) A Teaching and learning re-

sources from U.S. federal agencies on African Americans.   

The King Center http://www.thekingcenter.org/ 

Established in 1968 by Coretta Scott King, it is located in 

Atlantaôs Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site. 

The King Institute at Stanford (Martin Luther King, Jr. Re-

search and Education Institute) http://kinginstitute.info/ 

Founded by Clayborne Carson, professor of history at Stan-

ford University.  Includes the King Papers Project, which has 

published several volumes of Kingôs papers and the new 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Encyclopedia.  

Library of Congress: African American History Month http://

w w w . a f r i c a n a m e r i c a n h i s t o r y m o n t h . g o v / 

In addition to African American history, this site includes 

links to resources at the Library of Congress on arts, veter-

ansô stories, research materials and digital collections. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site  

http://www.nps.gov/malu This National Park Service site in 

Atlanta allows visitors to see Kingôs birth home, Ebenezer 

Baptist Church, and his gravesite, among other historic 

places.  

 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

( N A A C P )  h t t p : / / w w w . n p s . g o v / m a l u 

The NAACP, one of the oldest and most influential civil 

rights organizations in the United States, celebrates its 100th 

anniversary in 2009. 

United States Commission on Civil Rights http://

www.usccr.gov/ The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights is a 

bipartisan, independent, federal commission charged with the 

responsibility for investigating, reporting on, and making rec-

ommendations concerning, the civil rights issues that face the 

nation. 

Video Programs 
 

BIOGRAPHY: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.: THE MAN AND 

THE DREAM  

1997 - 50 minutes 

Profiles one of the most important personalities - Martin Lu-

ther King, Jr. 
 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING:  A HISTORICAL PERSPEC-

TIVE 

2002 

A historical perspective offers a one-of-a-kind examination of 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.ôs extraordinary life. 

Black History: The War Years and the Civil Rights Movement 

2007 – 275 minutes 

 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF MARTIN  

1985 - 60 minutes 

This documentary, honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 

chronicles personal comments from family members, closest 

friends, former classmates and advisors. 
 

VOICES OF CIVIL RIGHTS (2 PARTS) 

2006 ï 275 minutes  

Voices of Civil Rights provides a stunning overview of one 

of America's greatest defining moments. 
 
KING (3 Parts) 

2005 - 545 minutes 

This biography based on the remarkable life of Dr. Martin 

Luther King, takes an intimate look at one of the world's 

most public heroes during one of the most tumultuous times 

in American history 
 

New at the American Library 

 

Books 

 
Crothers, Lane.  Globalization & American Popular Cul-

ture/Lane Crothers, Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield Publish-

ers, Inc, c2007 (306 CRO) 
 
Deutschman, Alan.  Change or Die: The Three Keys to 

Change at Work and in Life/Alan DeutschmanðNew 

York, Collins, c2008 (155.24 DEU) 
 
Langran, Robert.  Government, Business and the Ameri-

can Economy/Robert Langran and MartiSchnitzer, 2nd edi-

tion.- Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc, c2007 

(338.973 LAN) 

 
Middleton, Kent R. The Law of Public Communication/

Kent R. Middleton, William E. Lee--2007 Update, 2007 ed.- 

Boston: Pearson/Allyn and Bacon. c2007 (343.730998 MID) 

 

Page, Benjamin I.  The Foreign Policy Disconnect: What 

Americans Want from Our Leaders but Don’t Get/

Benjamin I. Page: with Marshall M. Bouton.- Chicago: The 

University of Chicago Press, 2006    (327.73 PAG) 

 

Shades of the Planet: American Literature As World Lit- 

erature/Edited by Wai Chee Dimock and Lawrence Buell.-

Princeton: Princeton University Press, c2007 (810.9 SHA) 

 

Technology & the Future/Albert H. Teich., Editor.- 10th ed, 

Belmont, CA: Thomson/ Wadsworth, c2006 (303.483 TEC) 

List of Holidays 

 
February 16     Washingtonôs Birthday   

April 10  Good Friday 

April 14  Dr. Ambedkarôs Birthday  

 

 

http://www.asalh.org/
http://www.asalh.org/
http://www.free.ed.gov/subjects.cfm?subject_id=116&toplvl=171
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http://www.nps.gov/malu
http://kinginstitute.info/
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http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/index.php/kingpapers/index
http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/index.php/news/article/king_encyclopedia_announcement/
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file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\MogadharBV\Desktop\National%20Association%20for%20the%20Advancement%20of%20Colored%20People%20(NAACP)%20(http:\www.nps.gov\malu)%0b
http://www.usccr.gov/


 Articles 

 
BIOFUELS, NEITHER SAVIOUS NOR SCAM: THE 

CASE FOR A SELECTIVE STRATEGY by Suzanne Hunt. 

World Policy Journal, Spring 2008, pp 9-17 

 

CABLEôS CLOUT by Paul Farhi. American Journalism 

Review, August / September 2008, pp. 18-23 

 

STRENGTHENING GLOBAL WATER INITIATIVE by 

Robert G. Varady, et.al. Environment, March/ April 2008, 

pp. 19-31 

 

LIBRARIES CONNECT COMMUNITIES by Peggy Barber 

and Linda Wallace, American Libraries, October 2008, pp. 

52-55 

 

Electronic Journals 

 

The citizens of the United States en-

thusiastically celebrated the inaugura-

tion of their 44th president in January 

2009. The peaceful transfer of power 

always renews faith in the strength of 

democracy, but in 2009 the rise of an 

African-American to the nationôs high-

est office also gave reason for pride at 

the nationôs repudiation of the segre-

gation and slavery in its past. President 

Barack Obama called it a day when Americans chose ñhope 

over fear.ò Full-text: http://www.america.gov/media/pdf/ejs/

inaugural.pdf#popup 

 

 

Titles you may want to refer at the Library: 

 

Waters, Mary C. The New Americans: A Guide to Immi-

gration Since 1965/edited by Mary C. Waters & Reed Ueda. 

Harvard University Press. 2007. (R 325.73 NEW) 

 

Twenty thematic essays address such 

topics as immigration law and policy, 

refugees, unauthorized migrants, racial 

and ethnic identity, assimilation, na-

tionalization, economy, politics, relig-

ion, education, and family relations. 

These are followed by comprehensive 

articles on immigration from the thirty 

most significant nations or regions of 

origin.  

 

 

 

American Library at Chennai Book Fair  

 

More than 22,000 people visited the American Library booth 

at the Chennai Book Fair from January 8 to 18, where they 

sampled a selection of the resources and services available to 

the public.  Information Officer Wesley Robertson, who per-

sonally greeted many of the visiting public, said: ñThe 

American Libraryôs participation in the Chennai Book Fair 

demonstrates its continuing commitment to make its re-

sources available to the people of South India.ò  He noted 

that the American Library provides reliable and up-to-date 

information on a broad range of topics through its large col-

lection of books, journals and electronic databases.  At the 

Library you will also find knowledgeable and helpful staff, 

ex-pert research assistance, broadband Internet connections, 

multi-media viewing stations and a quiet place to read and 

study.  Co-located with the Consulate General at Gemini Cir-

cle, Chennai, the American Library is open to the public 

Monday through Friday from 9:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

Dates to Remember 

 
January 15       Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday 

February 12, 1809     Abraham Lincoln: Birth Anniversary 

February 1-28       National African Month 

February 20         Presidents Day 

February 22, 1732     George Washington: Birth Anniversary 

March 1-31       Womenôs History Month 

 
 

Published by Wesley Robertson, Information Officer; Edited by: M.K. Jagadish,Director, The American Library 
 U.S. Consulate General, Gemini Circle, Chennai 600 006; Telephone: 044-2857-4000, Fax: 044-2857-4307; 

Email: Reference: chennairefdesk@state.gov  Circulation: chennaicircdesk@state.gov Website: http://chennai.usconsulate.gov 

A view of the stall 

Information Officer Wesley Robertson interacting with the stu-

dents at the stall 
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