
 
 

The American Library 
U.S. Consulate General 

Gemini Circle, Chennai 600 006 
Phone: 044-2857-4223/4089 

Fax: 044-2857-4307 
Reference: chennairefdesk@state.gov   

Circulation: chennaicircdesk@state.gov 
M.K. Jagadish, Library Director 

 
Inside this issue:  
 

Earth Day   p2  
Membersô Corner p3  
Great Summeré. p4  
Electronic Journals  p4  

 

  April ñ June 2009  http://chennai.usconsulate.gov /resources.html  

A fter nearly a decade, the American Library Chennai 
opened its doors to the public on Saturdays with a 

Grand Opening Ceremony on April 11, 2009.  Consul Gen-
eral Andrew Simkin addressed the attendees and urged 
them to visit the Library Monday through Saturday to make 
use of all available services.  About 200 of our members par-
ticipated in the celebrations, and we signed up 29 new 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  ¢ǿƻ ŦƛƭƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴŜŘΥ ά/ŀǎŀōƭŀƴŎŀέ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ 
DǊŜŀǘ 9ǎŎŀǇŜΦέ  ! {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ CƛƭƳ aŀǘƛƴŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǿ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
the Saturday permanent schedule ς members will be noti-
fied of the upcoming films via email and through the Library 
webpage at http://chennai.usconsulate.gov/resources.html  
 
 

The U.S. India-Educational Foundation, which has an office 
at the American Library, also announced it will offer services 
on the second and fourth Saturdays of the month.    It is our 
hope that the new schedule will be beneficial to all our 
members and the community that we serve. 
 
The theme for this edition of the American Library Chennai 
Newsletter is the environment.  As you may know, the 
world celebrates two important days: Earth Day on April 22 
and World Environment Day on June 5.  In order to dissemi-
nate information on environmental issues, we have in-
cluded a list of resources on these special celebrations.  
 
I am excited to present you our new redesigned newsletter. 
The Library staff will continue to bring you exciting new ma-
terials and resources.  I hope you will find this newsletter 
interesting and informative, and I look forward to seeing 
you on Saturdays in addition to the other working days.  
 
Frederick J. Kaplan 
Consul for Public Affairs 

American Library Is Now Open On Saturdays  

 

 

 
 

1. Borrow audio CDs of books and listen to American fiction 
2. Borrow back issues of journals and magazines 
3. Access books from American Libraries in New Delhi, Kolkata and Mumbai 
4. Improve your language skills through our English as a second language  
        collection 
5 Request a film or documentary screening for a group 
6 Call or email requesting information 
7 Reserve books currently on circulation  
8 Surf the net (free for members) 
9 Get individualized reference assistance 
10. Relax in the new lounge, read an American newspaper and watch the news  

10 things you can do at the American Library 

Public Affairs Officer Frederick Kaplan and Consul General Andrew T. 

Simkin talking with library members at the Saturdays Grand Opening . 

New Library Hours:New Library Hours:  

Monday through Saturday Monday through Saturday 

9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

mailto:chennairefdesk@state.gov
mailto:chennaicircdesk@state.gov


The Environment 
 
Earth Day: The first Earth Day was  celebrated 39 years ago 
on 22 April 1970, a time when cities 
were buried under their own smog 
and polluted rivers caught fire. 
Now Earth Day is celebrated annu-
ally around the globe and much 
improvement has been made to 
improve the global environment. 
Through the combined efforts of  
grassroots organizations, what 
started as a day of national envi-
ronmental recognition has evolved 
into a world-wide campaign to pro-
tect our planet.    
 
 
World Environment Day, commemorated annually on June 
5th , is one of the principal vehicles through which the United 
Nations stimulates worldwide awareness of the environment 
and enhances political attention and action. 
 
To learn more  and find useful tips  to protect the environment 
and your health, you can explore the following:  
 
Online resources: The Environmental Protection Agency web-
site at www.epa,gov,  the Earth Day Site www.earthday.gov, 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration at 
www.noaa.gov, the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
at www.nrcs.usda.gov/, the State Department Bureau of 
Oceans, the International Environmental and Scientific Affairs 
at www.state.gov/g/oes/, the U.S. Geological Survey at 
http://www.usgs.gov/, the U.S. Global Change Research Pro-
gram at www.usgcrp.gov, and the White House Council on 
Environmental Quality at www.whitehouse.gov/ceq/6 
 

 
 
 

Books 
 
REMOTE SENSING OF THE ENVIRONMENT: An Earth Re-
source Perspective by John R. Jensen (REF 550.28 JEN) 
 
MANAGING THE ENVIRONMENT, MANAGING OURSELVES: A 
History of American Environmental Policy by Richard L. An-
drews (363.7 AND) 
 
MANAGING BIODIVERSITY in AGRICULTURAL ECOSYSTEMS 
by Devra I. Jarvis (630 MAN) 
 
HARNESSING FARMS AND FORESTS IN THE LOW-CARBON 
ECONOMY: How to Create, Measure, and Verify Greenhouse 
Gas Offsets. Edited by Zach Wiley and Bill Chameides 
(363.738 HAR) 
 
 
Articles  
 
ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜΥ ²Ƙȅ CǊŀƳŜǎ aŀǘǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
tǳōƭƛŎ 9ƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ ōȅ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ / bƛǎōŜǘΦ Environment, 
March 2009, Vol. 51 Issue 2, pp. 12-23.  
 
άIŀǎ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ !ƛŘ .ŜŜƴ DǊŜŜƴŜŘΚέ ōȅ  WΦ ¢ƛƳƳƻƴǎ wƻōŜǊǘǎΣ 
Bradley C. Parks, Michael J. Tierney, and Robert L. Hicks. Envi-
ronment, January 2009, Vol. 51 Issue 1, pp. 8-21.  
 
ά¢ƻǿŀǊŘ ŀ [ƻǿ /ŀǊōƻƴ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅΥ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ CƛƴŀƴŎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 9ƴπ
ŜǊƎȅ 9ŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ {ƻƭŀǊ tƻǿŜǊέ ōȅ  aŜǊǊƛŀƴ /Φ CǳƭƭŜǊΣ 
Stephen Compagni Portis and Daniel M. Kammen. Environ-
ment, January 2009, Vol. 51 Issue 1, p22-33.  
 
ά{ŀǾƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΥ CƛǾŜ /ǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ !ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎέ ōȅ 
Clifton Anderson.  The Futurist, March/April 2009.  Vol. 43,  
Issue 2,  pp. 48-51  
 
άtǊŀƎƳŀǘƛŎ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΥ ¢ǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƴƎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 9ǘƘƛŎǎ 
Into Competitive Advantage" by Jeffrey G. York.  Journal of 
Business Ethics, February 2009.  Vol. 85, pp. 97-109  

Earth Day 2009 Poster 

Dates to Remember 
 

April 2- 8 National Library Week 
April 13 Samuel Beckett: Birth Anniversary 
April 15 Henry James: Birth Anniversary 
April 22 Earth Day 
May 25 Memorial Day (Holiday) 
May 27 International Jazz Day 
May 29 John F. Kennedy: Birth Anniversary 
May 31 Walt Whitman: Birth Anniversary 
June 5 World Environment Day 
June 1-30 National Safety Month 
June 14 Flag Day 

Saturday Film Matinee 
 

Please check your email or the 
library webpage  

(http://chennai.usconsulate.gov/
satmatinee.html)  

for the movie of the week. 

http://www.earthday.gov
http://www.noaa.gov
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.state.gov/g/oes/
http://www.usgs.gov/
http://www.usgcrp.gov
http://www.whitehouse.gov/ceq/
http://chennai.usconsulate.gov/satmatinee.html
http://chennai.usconsulate.gov/satmatinee.html


aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ /ƻǊƴŜǊ 
 
In an effort to enhance interaction with our members, we 
would like to solicit your contributions, opinions and com-
ments.  For this edition of the newsletter, we have selected a 
couple of comments from the Saturdays Grand Opening Cere-
ƳƻƴȅΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǎƪ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻΥ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƳŜέΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
chennairefdesk@state.gov   One or two entries will be pub-
lished in the next edition of the newsletter. 
 
 άL ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƎǊƻǿ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ слǎ όǿƘŜƴ L 
was still not 10), been to its premises during my school recess, 
and continue enjoying reading through its current collection. I 
am happy that the Library will be open to the public on Satur-
days and we will once again enjoy the movies in its audito-
rium.  A wonderful place to relax and delve into the pleasure 
ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭǾŜǎΦέ 
ς Dipanker Ghose 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 
era, this abundance of print and electronic material will un-
doubtedly help visitors, both young and old, to whet their ap-
petite for more and more informationΦέ ς T. Rajagopalan 

  

Online Information Resource 
 

The premium online information resource EBSCOhost is now 
available at the American Library. This data-
base gives you access to full texts of schol-
arly and professional articles from maga-
zines and journals. It includes databases 
such as the Academic Search Elite, Business 
Source Elite, MasterFILE Premier and Liter-
ary Reference Center covering full text for 
over 3,000 periodicals and abstracts and 
indexing for over 2,800 journals related to 
social sciences and the humanities.  

DǊŜŀǘ {ǳƳƳŜǊ /ƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴǎΥ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜǿ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
American Library! 
 

What better way to enjoy the hot summer months in South 
India than choosing from our new book section!  Here are the 
ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎΩ ǘƻǇ ǇƛŎƪǎΥ 
 
MASTERPIECES OF 20th CENTURY AMERICAN DRAMA by Susan 
C.W Abbotson (812.509 ABB). This reference work introduces 
10 of the most important modern American plays, including: 
Our Town, A Streetcar Named Desire, Death of a Salesman, 
¢ƘŜ /ǊǳŎƛōƭŜΣ [ƻƴƎΩǎ 5ŀȅ WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƛƴǘƻ bƛƎƘǘΣ ! wŀƛǎƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
{ǳƴΣ ²ƘƻΩǎ !ŦǊŀƛŘ ƻŦ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ²ƻƭŦΚΣ .ǳǊƛŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘΣ DƭŜƴƴƎŀǊȅ 
Glen Rose, and the Piano Lesson. 
 
BUSINESS COMMUNICATION TODAY (9th Edition) by Courtland 
L. Bovee (R658.45 BOV) A comprehensive selection of model 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƭǘƛƳŜŘƛŀ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ōǳǎƛπ
ness communication.  
 
BLUEPRINT FOR YOUR LIBRARY MARKETING PLAN: A GUIDE 
TO HELP YOU SURVIVE AND THRIVE by Patricia H. Fisher. 
(021.7 FIS)  This book will guide you on how to create and im-
plement a marketing plan to make your library competitive. 
 
POLITICS AND THE AMERICAN TELEVISION COMEDY: A Critical 
Survey from I Love Lucy through South Park by Doyle Greene 
(791.45617 GRE). An examination of the unique and changing 
relationship between politics and comedy. 
 
THE SUPREME COURT OPINIONS OF CLARENCE THOMAS, 
1991-нллсΥ ! /hb{9w±!¢L±9Ω{ PERSPECTIVE by Henry Mark 
Holzer (347.732634 THO)  An objective look at Justice Clarence 
¢ƘƻƳŀǎΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΦ 
 
BEYOND GARRISON: ANTISLAVERY AND SOCIAL REFORM by 
Bruce Laurie (326 LAU).  A study of the abolition movement in 
America that includes the history of abolitionism, anti-slavery, 
and antebellum politics.  
 
ZIGZAGGING DOWN A WILD TRAIL by Bobbie Ann Mason 
(c2002 (MAS).  A compelling collection of stories captures life 
in contemporary America by providing a portrait of small-
town lives in Kentucky. 
 
RACE, SLAVERY, AND LIBERALISM IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY 
AMERICAN LITERATURE by Arthur Riss (810.9 RIS).  A reexami-
nation of prevailing accounts of the relationship between slav-
ery, liberalism and literary representations.  
 
CASES IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: PORTRAITS OF THE FU-
TURE(3rd Edition) by Donald M. Snow (327 SNO).  A collection 
of journal articles which provides an integrated approach to 
examining global issues. 

Consul General Andrew T. Simkin cutting the cake at the Sat-

urdays Grand Opening on April 11 with American Library 

members.  

mailto:chennairefdesk@state.gov

