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From the Publisher

Dear Friend:
Greetings from the American Library!

Americans go to the polls on November 4, 2008 to cho
the 44th President of the United States. U.S. voters
have the opportunity to vote for president, vice presidg
congressional representatives, state and local officials
ballot initiatives. This is the first election in 80 years wi
no incumbent president or vice president running for offi
This democratic exercise happens following months
campaigning and public debate.

We thought that this was the right time to provide inform
tion on U.S. Elections to our patrons. This issue of ¢

Newsletter includes information about Presidential candi-

dates and other related important source materials.

In the coming months, the U.S. Consulate General will
organizing a series of events such as lectures, discuss
quiz and other related programs. | encourage you to par
pate in all these events. Please contact the American Lib
to know more about the events and how you can particip

| take this opportunity to personally invite you to the L
brary and look forward to your comments and suggesti
on this issue.

e

Wesley Robertson
Information Officer

2008 Presidential Candidates

John McCain, currently a senator represen
ing Arizona, would be the oldest preside

Senate since 1986, he is known for cham
oning legislation that reformed elections f
nancing and lobbying laws.

McCain, whose father and grandfather served in the U
Navy, had a 2¥ear naval career. He served in Vietnal
where he was a prisoner of war for more than five years
received many naval honors for his service. McCain was

A

t- vember 4.

of the United States if elected. Serving in the

McCain was born August 29, 1936, in the Panama Cganal
Zone, where his father was serving in the U.S. Navy.||He
attended the U.S. Naval Academy. McCain's wife, Cifdy
McCain, has been active in many international humanitgfian
organizations. He has seven children, including a son [iwvho

hskecently returned from serving in Iraq and a daughter

ifdopted from Mother Theresa's orphanage in Bangladegh.
tNtyohn McCain's Official Web Site: http://ww.johnmccain.com/
and
th Barack Obama, a firstterm senator from
he lllinois, would be the first African
C American president of the United Stategif
elected. Serving in the Senate since 24p4,
Obama introduced bipartisan legislatipn
what allows Americans to learn onli
PUbhow their tax dollars are spent. He also serves on the Vigter-
ans' Affairs Committee, which helps oversee the carg of
soldiers returning from Iraq and Afghanistan.
bd’reviously, Obama worked as a community organizer |and

omdvil rights attorney in Chicago, and served for eight ygars

licin the lllinois State Senate.

r?(?fbama was born August 4, 1961, in Hawaii and has livgd in
many places, including Indonesia. His mother was fipm
i- Kansas and his father from Kenya. Obama attended Cglum-
bnBia University in New York and earned a law degree at Har-
vard University in Massachusetts. He and his wife, Michglle
Obama, who also worked as a lawyer and later for the [Uni-
versity of Chicago, have two young daughters.
Barack Obama's Official Web Site:
http://www.barackobama.com/index.php

When are general elections held?

They are held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of
November. The 2008 general election will be held on |No-

h
I

t . .
Why are general elections held on the Tuesday after thg|first

3i_Monday in November?

. For much of U.S. history, America was a predominaf)tly
agrarian society. Lawmakers considered their convenignce
when choosing a November date for electiorafter har-

).Ssest time but before winter weather made travel difficu

m,as the easiest month for farmers and rural workers to ¢jo to

arithe polls.

al-
H tBecause many rural residents lived a significant distajpce-

soa presidential candidate in 2000, but lost the nominatio
George W. Bush.

from the polls, Tuesday, rather than Monday, was selec{ed



http://www.johnmccain.com/
http://www.johnmccain.com/
http://www.barackobama.com/
http://www.barackobama.com/index.php

to allow those who attended Sunday church services to
gin travel after worship and still reach their destinations
time to cast their votes.

Lawmakers wanted to prevent Election Day from falling

the first of November for two reasons. First, November 1]
All Saints Day, a day on which Roman Catholics are ol
gated to attend Mass. Also, merchants typically balan
the accounts from the preceding month on the first of e
month.

Source Frequently asked Questions

http://www.america.gov/st/pubsenglish/2007/
October/20071009122854hmnietsua7.1789038.html

Useful terms

b&esources: Books

n

Bjornlund, Eric Beyond Free and Fair: Monitoring
Elections and Building Democracy/ Eric Bjornlund.

PM\washington, D.C. Baltimoreess, Woodrow Wilson Cerjter

I!EPress: John Hopkins University Press, 2004. (324.65 B

Dli-

Cegdwards, George CWhy the Electoral College is Bad

acfor America / George C.Edwards, Ill. New Haven, C[I:
Yale University Press, c2004. (324.63 EDW)

Henderson, Harry. Campaign and Election Reform/
Harry Henderson. New York, NY: Facts On File, c20
(324.63 HEN).

Lewis, Charles. The Buying of the President, 2004

Blue state Blue state is a term used to refer to a U.S. s

where the majority of voters usually support Democr ticL

candidates.

ho's Really Bankrolling Bush and his Democratic
hallengers-and What they expect in return/ Charles
ewis. New York, NY: Perennial, c2004. (324.7 LEW).

Electoral College The president and vice president are geMcCaffreym Paul. U.S. Election Systemedited by Pauf

lected through the electoral college system, which give
each state the same number of electoral votes as it has me
bers of Congress. The District of Columbia also gets thre

electoral votes. Of the total 538 votes, a candidate for p
dent must receive 270 to win.

Lame duck: The term lame duck refers to an elected offi-
cial who has lost an election, or soon will be leaving offi¢e

during the period between the election and the date a
cessor will take over. Such an individual is in a weaker
position politically due to the impending expiration of his
her term.

Red state Red state refers to a U.S. state where the ma|

ity of voters support Republican candidates. See also
state.

Super-Duper _Tuesday A phrased coined for the 200
election, when many states, in an attempt to have more
fluence on the outcome of the race, have moved their pri

ries or caucuses to earlier in the year. This resulted in §
least 20 states choosing to hold their primaries or caucus

on Tuesday, February 5, 2008, giving that day the ng
ASuPeper Tuesday. 0

Source http://www.america.gov/st/pubenglish/2007/
October/20071009122700hmnietsua0.2381555)html

Holidays
July 4 Independence Day (American)
August 15 Independence Day (Indian)

September 1
September 3

Labor Day (American)
Vinayakar Chathurthi (Indian)

cCaffrey. New York,NY: H.W. Wilson, 2004.
24 USE).

McCain. John. Faith of my Fathers/ John McCain with
SWMark Salters. New York: HarperPerennial, 2000.
(973.9 MCC)

.. Obama, Barrack. Dreams from my father: a story of

L race and inheritance /Barrack Obama. New York: Thrg
. giivers Press, 2004. (973.0496073 OBA)

D

orPeters, Charledgrive Days in Philadelphia: The Amazing
"We Want Wilkie!" Convention of 1940 and How it

A OIJfreed FDR to Save the Western World Charles Peterq

)Idgew York, NY: Public Affairs, c2005.(324.2734 PET).

Elections in Brief

A background guide to the entire U.S. electoral syst
from federal, state, local, and primary elections to rel
topics such as polling and the role of the parties and
media.

m,
ed
the

http://usinfo.state.gov/products/pubs/electiom$brief/
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Websites Publications in Brief

The Democratic Party http://www.democrats.org Democracyhttp://usinfo.state.gov/products/publ/

democracyin-brief/

Republican National Committeehttp://www.rnc.org ﬁﬂg

C-Span Politicshttp://www.cspan.org/Politics/

_ Literature
http://usinfo.state.gov/products/pubs/
literaturein-brief/

CNN http://www.cnn.com/ELECTION/2008/

Election Day http://www.pbs.org/pov/pov2008/
electionday/

History
http://usinfo.state.gov/products/pubs
historybrf/index.htm

Federal Election Commission: Campaign Finance Law

http://www.fec.gov/law/feca/feca.shtml Economy

http://usinfo.state.gov/products/
pubseconomyn-brief/page9.html

The Gallup Poll http://www.galluppoll.com/

U.S. Department of State, Foreign Press Center: Elec- EVENTS
tions 2008http://fpc.state.gov/fpc/c21250.htm

U.S. Elections: Guide to the 2008 Electiohttp://
uspolitics.america.qgov/uspolitics/elections/index.html

U.S. National Archives: U.S. Electoral College

http://www.archives.gov/federaltreqgister/electorat ! ™5 A ik -
college/ { fem - A

—h o S
Presidential Libraries University of Madras, Administrative Staff College Refresher

Course participants at the Libradune 6, 2008
In the recent times most Presidents have founded librarie
to house Presidential papers, gifts, and memorabilia, as Wi
as films, tapes and clippings relating to their terms in pf
fice. Please access the following site for more details.
Sourcehttp://www.archives.gov/presidentibraries/visit/

Venture Capital Meets Hi-Tech

This eJournal explores the phenomenon tha
drives uncounted Americand and now 1
citizens of other nationd to create fledg- | Library Staff Ms. Meena Reddy addressing students at an originta-
| i ng -ufpHt abruts i ne s s es | tiohmaadri Sawda gdlegerfoe Woraen, Galem July 08, 2008
exploit the latest developments in high tech-
nology. It also investigates the closely re-
|l ated fAventure capijtal o phenomenon. How
investors match their funds to (hopefully)
winning ideas is a big part of the stag story.

Sourcehttp://www.america.gov/publications
ejournalusa.html#0508

Dates to Remember

July 2 Thurgood Marshall: Birth Anniversary
July 2 Civil Rights Act of 1964: Anniversary
July 4 American Independence Day

September 11 9/11 Attack on America faculty at Erode Arts College on July 10, 2008

September 4 Labor Day Library Staff Ms.Gowri Ravindranath addressing students an1
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