= THEAMERICAN LIBRARY NEWSLETTER
60 YEARS OF SERVICE IN SOUTH INDIA

From the Publisher

Dear friend:

Greetings from the American Library!

The American Library in Chennai is celebrating 60 yea

service in south India. This journey has been highly succds

because of the excellent patronage and cooperation of th
ple of south India. We are extremely happy that we ha

opportunity to serve millions of people from all walks of |if
including high level government officials, judges, politicign

educators, academics, journalists, business executives

students. Our aim has been to provide more than just inft)r

tion about the United States. Our goal has been to he
pand knowledge and horizons in south India and help ou
trons academically and professionally. It is my sincere

that we have met this goal!

The Library began in 1947 as part of the U.S. Consulgte at

Dare House with a collection of just 800 books. Later,
Library along with the United States Information Ser

In 1940, Parrys opened its new headquarters, named Dare
House, the landmark that still stands at Parrys Corner. The U.S.
Consulate rented space on the fourth story of the new building.
This photograph was taken shortly after the opening.

(USIS) moved to the Vummudiar building on 162, Mo
Road, with a small reading room with attached library.
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CURRENT BUILDING 1 OPENED IN 1969

gnsl after the closure of all the regional libraries in 1969| the
iedennai American Library started serving patrons throughout
South India. The current American Consulate General Quild-
ing opened on January 3, 1969, and became the permane
home for the Library. At the time he formally opened the hew
buil ding, Ambassador Chestert
point in the deep friendship and close relations between [Indi

and the U.S. D0

As it celebrates its 6@ears of service, the American Libral

1951 the Library was again shifted to the Addison Buildin

Mount Road. Libraries in Bangalore, Hyderabad, Trivandrif@vies. The CDROM and online databases range fro

and Guntur were organized under USIS Madras in the 19%50@graphic to full text sources, giving access to more fhan




