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America Votes 2008

he day after Barack Obama became the first Africahhis history of the hardought franchise gives Americans good

American to be elected to the U.S. presidency, Secreteayise for celebrating a national election. The Consulate Gel
of State Condoleezza Rice cearldledi nwiet eed efcrtii eemd sii ainn e&h e n
step forwardo for the nat i anthe Hotdl Aan@oromandehts watch electiororeturng nithe
satisfied until they r eal | ymoriiog of Newembert5h Although Ameficans werewatingofar
referring to the preamble of the Constitution, which begimsany offices on Election Day, all eyes were focused on the rac
AiWe the people of the Unit dodpreSident between JohmMcGaincedrBarack Ob&inwar Wis
perfect unionébd She was r eoffitere I@Hy|Knmlal explainedh to thé Auge crowdh that had

democracy was not fullygss gat her ed t he L
formed at the time of adop 2 ; arcane method for electing a
tion of the Constitution in R N D b, president through an Electoral

1789, nor is it today. As lats
as 1857, in the notorious Drel *
Scott decision, later supe
seded by amendments to t
Constitution, the Suprem
Court ruled that a black pe
son could not
a citizen or one of the ped
pl e. o

College. While critics say the
system is too complicated and
imperfectly reflects the na-
tional popular will, defenders
point out that it has helped the
country avoid the excessive
political fragmentation that

| afflicts some democracies.

| Other Consulate officers
spoke on the phenomenon of
It was a long time before mog early and absentee voting, the
Americans acquired voting / | importance of the youth vote,
rights_ In some states in the Smiles all around as President -elect Obama delivers his victory speech. and IndiarAmerican involve-
early days of the republi ment in the political process.
Catholics and Jews were not permitted to vote or hold elective

office. Women battled for decades before attaining the frde fun part of the Open House was participating in a mocl
chise in 1920. Although AfricaAmericans technically ac-pol | and a fiGuess the Electo
quired the right to vote with passage of th& Mnendment to the crowd overwhelmingly supported Obama, only half pre-
the Constitution in 1870, it took nearly a century of protest adidted his victory. Many of the guests believed that the racia
struggle before the Voting Rights Act of 1965 eliminated liteghvide in America could not be transcended. When the electio
acy and other tests that had systematically disenfranchised Afrs called for Obama, however, these same people were d
canAmericans in many parts of the United States. lighted to be proved wrong. While McCain supporters with
(Continued on pagg)

Il of us at the Consulate General were shocked and saddened by the terrible at-
tacks in Mumbai that killed and injured hundreds of people. On November 29,
President Bush expressed what we Americans feel about this tragedy:
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| & On behalf of all Americans, Laura and | extend our condolences to those suffering
Other Links: from the terrorist attacks in Mumbai, India. We mourn those who lost their lives, in-

http://americanlibrary.in.library.net cluding American citizens. We pray that the injured will recover. We pledge the full support of the
http://www.unitedstatesvisas.gov United States as India investigates these attacks, brings the guilty to justice, and sustains its democ-
http:/buyusa.gov/india ratic way of Iifeé The killers who struck thi|s
final wor dé The | eaders of India can know t hajt
gj:;g';‘;iggg”e Ll this assault on human dignity. And as the people of the world's largest democracy recover from these
: attacks, they can count on the world's ol dest |de
Consulate Fax Number people of India.
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In Memoriam

The Consulate Gener@lhennai mourn
the sudden passing of our dear friend gnd
4| colleague Suresh Rajamiyer. A dedicated

i U.S. Commercial Service Clerk/Chauffegr
for 15 years, Suresh brought laughter
cheer to his office and to all he enco
tered. He loved music and was a lovigg
and devoted family man, survived blgis mother, his wife
and two teenage sons.
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(Continued from pagg)

good humor licked their wounds, there were cheers and s(
tears of joy when Obama appeared on the giant screen to n
his victory speech from Chicago. With regard to the contest
turned out t hat no one gue
toral vote precisely (it was 365), but the Consulate Geng
gave prizes to the four people who came the closest.

The emergence of an Africekmerican president does not sig
nal the end of racial prejudice in the United States, but it
without doubt, a milestone in U.S. history. It is another pig
of evidence that the American union, while not perfect, is p
fectible, and that people of all colors and creeds can come|
gether in common cause. Most important, as Secretary H
put it again citing the pi

i t

Intellectual Property Rights

In the Hindu epic Mahabharata, the master archer Dron
fuses to take Ekalavya as a student. So Ekalavya fash
clay image of Drona which he worships and in this way lg
to become an exceptional archer. His skills rise to the lev
those of Arjuna, Dronads f

a |l
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to Arjuna that no one would become his equal in archer

Dr ona exact s t ea

Ekalavya, his right thumb.

a steep

The story of Ekalavya was told by Chief Justice A.K. Gan
of the Madras High Court to illustrate the concept of inte
tual property rights (IPR). He, along with Justices M.
paf@ndran and V. Dhanapalan and Special Public Prosg
n@leetha Ramaseshan, addressed a group of judges, ad
,and law students on the subject of IPR during a Novemb
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gasiredt@dble tdibcassiow sponsdred pintly by thel Madirast Bey A

ihciation and the American LibraryChennai.

The roundtable participants focused on the economic nec
-of an effective IPR regime and the role of the legal comm
igy ensuring IPR protection. International cooperation is
asssential; the United States and India are working togetH
cpuild capacity and increase public awareness. Both cou
teecognize that, just as Drona had a stake in protecting his
Xleetual property in ancient times, pharmaceutical, film, m
amch sofwiare industries thday, \@heravert thiey mayibe,
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stroreg IPR endofcemenst to urvive and prosper.

Positive Images

Andhra

ling at

Ambassador
ter Y.S.R. Reddy plant a sap-

Consulate fi Hyderabad.

Mulford  and
Pradesh Chief Minis-

the new American

Officers of the Con-
sulate General and
Mr. Wayne Dalton,
father of  another
officer, prepare to
carve the Thanksgiv-
ing turkey.

Librarians from Afghanistan, Burma, Cambodia,

dan, Uzbekistan, and Zambia visit the American
are briefed by Library Director M.K. Jagadish.

Mauritius, Mongolia, Nigeria, Palestinian Territories, Philippines, Su-

Ethiopia, Fiji, Iran,

Library fi Chennai and




International Education Week

At last count, there were 94,563 Indian students in U.S. co

Later in the week USIEF organized a digital video conferenc
@t Loyola College Ilinking 1

leges and universities. India has been the leading place of ofiation with the University of Dayton, Wright State Univer-
gin for foreign students in the United States since 2001, and tiféty and Sinclair Community College, all in the state of Ohic
trend shows no Sign of abating. While the number of Ameriln the United States. The discussion focused on the relati
cans studying in India is small in comparison (2,627), the anstrengths and costs of study in U.S. private universities, pu

nual rate of growth (24%) is impressive.

Why are sq
many Indi-i&
ans andg
Americangs

ans, d
majority of g

whom go tg . . ,
Janaka Pushpanathan, Regional Officer USIEF talking to

lic universities and twqyear colleges. Many in India are not
familiar with the American community college system, which
at relatively low cost allows students to complete the first tw
years of the typical four years of undergraduate study.

The trend toward study abroad, for people of all nationalitie:
has myriad benefits. President Franklin Roosevelt spoke
knowl edge of the wider worl
tion, like a person, has a mifida mind that must be kept in-
formed and alert, that must know itself, that understands tt
hopes and needs of its neighborall the other nations that
l'ive within the narrowing
spoken in 1941 are even truer today.

(

the United
States
the gradu-
ate level, are attracted by tflght educational opportunities
primarily in the fields of engineering, computer science, busi
ness and management, physical and life sciences and the i
Many Americans in India focus on the study of Indian civiliza-
tion 1 its languages, literature, history, religions, etc. College
and universities in both countries benefit from the presence
international students who contribute to an intellectual and cu
tural ferment on campus and in the wider community.

students from DAV  Girls Senior Secondary School,
Gopalapuram, Chennai on November 19.

During International Education Week 2008, Novembei217

the United Statetndia Educational Foundation (USIEF) and
the Consulate General invited representatives of Germany, Si
gapore, the United Kingdom and the United States to give the
perspectives on Al nternatio
changeo in a panel discussid
General Andrew Simkin drew on his own experience in a Sse

mester abroad program in Jer
intenseandlife hangi ng experience. 0
Rol and Herrmann said that i

Be Breast Cancer Aware

While breast cancer is on the rise in India, early dete
gives a patient a 988% chance of recovery. This was
principal message of Dr. Vijayabharathi Rangaraja
breast cancer specialist with CANSTOP (Cancer Suj
Therapy to Overcome Pain) who addressed 70 memb
eWIT (Empowering Women in IT) in Chennai on Nove
ber 7. The Consulate General in partnership with C
STOP and eWIT organized the talk to coincide with Br
Cancer Awareness Month.
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Dr. Rangarajan urged that women starting at 20 year
practice periodic seléxamination and undergo clinid
breast exams every three years until age 40 and an
thereafter. Unfortunately, embarrassment prevents som
women from seeking diagnostic testing and -$iéving

treatment. Anyone who wants to know about treatmen o?)
tions for breast cancer, lifestyle changes in diet and gxel
cise, and the role of family, friends and support groups ir
helping breast cancer patients can phone the CANSTO
helpline at 04426284256. I

prove peopldo-people relations around the world.

What We Read

Aileen Crowe Nandi
Principal Commercial Officer

A New World
by Amit Chaudhuri

Chaudhuri deftly portrays new worlds converging as™%

generations of the Chatterjee family grappling with the aftermath of dk

vorce and adjusting to retirement. Jayaijit, returning to India from the U.®&xtensive overseas empire. The book focuses on the colorful playe
to heal the wounds of an acrimonious custody battle, dreamily plodse dangerous competition and portrays events that are eerily reminig
through his vacation with his son to visit his aging parents. Like the exf modern times. The story provides valuable lessons for both stud
wife left behind, the United States also serves as a character, providiaugd policymakers.

contrasts to life in Calcutta's summer season.

Daniel G. Keen
Vice Consul

The Great Game
by Peter Hopkirk

- - The competition between Great Britain and the Russ
family rebuilds itself and Calcutta gingerly enters globalization. With hi€mpire for control and influence in South and Central Asia is the subj
tight prose and cinematic approach to writing, Chaudhuri depicts threé this riveting work of nonfiction. The British sought to command th
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Madras in 1857

The American affinity for Chennai dates back many years
does commerce between India and the United States.

anonymous American, who came aboard a ship loaded
500 tons of ice (due to melting during the 428/ voyage
from Boston,
only 190 tons
were delivered),
wrote a detailed
account of his
time in Madras
in  March-April

1857. The arti-
cle was pub-
lished the fol-
lowing year in
Har per 65 Ma g a -
zine along with

several litho-
graphic illustra- Sculptured Rocks at Mavalipoor.
tions.

The American was <clearly

Letters to the Editor

’ d=ollowing are excerpts from two of the many letters we r
ofgived in response to the Octoldéo v e mber 2008
withouch South India.o

Dear Mr. Kaplan and colleagues,

Nice issue devoted to travels and connecting. When you hi
a sentence likell in all, what emerged was that even in sec
ondtier cities there is a strong sense of connection to tl
United States and a recognition of common values, comn
interests and a common destiny that bind together two natic
on opposite sides of the globereminds me of my days as a
student in Trivandrum in the 1960s when USIS gave us tt
strong sense of connection.

Cheers, John Thomas

From the editor: It was nice to hear from you and know th
we are fAconnectingod with o
USIS is gone, its functions continue to be carried out by t
U.S. Consulate Gener@lhennai and the American Library.
We also continue to value our relationships with UEI&

e MrierfiliRet yeud esgedially teBcBers fivBoket influerfed andCci

and made sure he did not miss anything including Mamallapyributions to society are so great.

ram, ithe great submarine
be in Madras only for a short time, he took daily Tamil |
sons and tried to transcribe the words he heard on the §
even if he did not under st
pal ace of the Nawab, the d
in Triplicane and many oth
a number of broad and beautiful roads, such as the M
Road, Il eading five miles t

Even with a population then estimated at 700,000, Ma
seemed more pastoral than urban. The wide avenues
Al i ned whuttgrovess gardensof all tropical trees a
fruits, graceful villas, and crossed and recrossed by diffe
streams that meander throu
ilovely vistas of valley a
fscenes of sequestered b

ideal of your Robinson Cruseee adi ng c hi |

-

e 4
d
Much has changed in the last 150 years, but some things
not. On visiting a large school, the American writes of
hundreds of students, bot h
see their eagerness for knowledge, which would have shg
multitudes of schoeboys i n our own
wonders what American readers of the time who had n
been in India made of all this. For Americans living in Ch
nai today, it is wonderful to read and recognize their con
triotbés descriptions of i 1
most poised on the roundin
house that they know as Vivekanandar lllam, and the e
students that are the future of the great city.
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ity of temples. 0 Though he
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SUrg®éar Mr. Kaplan: _ o
althhés béeh & pleasurg'®rarie koa&ve workdd én theé Arfetic

Sohstilaté! for BVers35 yedrs, fialiry joiNed e WSsgoveskry
ih 1950 &n@l fetirdd 8nS1985 @s the @irdctdr ofotfe Adli&

OUDfbrary (est. in 1947, coinciding with Indian independence

This Writer Hab BeRiGue (rividde of Astocidling himself wi
the Libraryés formative yea

dragrowth in its services and usage. The Library came to be r
Wejgnized as the meeting place of intellectuals. With tredti

nOIprofessionalism that has now taken over, no wonder the
remir aryodos response for any re
g $incefrely,R. Thifukeygaddm The wri ter d

d meadow and grove and spir

2 UFfodn thd dlifol: W 8r@ prdud ¢F thes Am@Yiedn NLibrang ar
"@h®. ole it played in the f

ence as a fAmeeting place of

haeyour efforts. Today the emphasis has shifted slightly: wi

thex1 | the young school kids
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Let us hear from you!

Pl ease write us to |l et wus| k
to see in future editions, or simply to provide your perspecti@
on an article in this edition. Instructions for reaching us afel:
the bottom of this page. Also, have your friends contact us |
e-mail if they would like to subscribe to In Touch South India.

In Touch South India is written by Consulate General staff and edited by Frederick J. Kaplan, Consul for Public Affairs; layout and design by
T.G. Venkatesh, Technical Program Manager. U.S. Consulate General, 220, Anna Salai, Gemini Circle, Chennai- 600 006, Phone: 044-2857-
4000; Fax: 044-2811-2020. To contact us and to subscribe or unsubscribe to In Touch South India, e-mail us at: chennaiintouch@state.gov
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